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explain he is not able to read, yet he
was able to graduate from high school.
He has fallen through the cracks, and
by measuring the performance each
year, we are going to put an end to this
problem right here in this Congress.

Third, there will be a safety valve for
children trapped in failing schools.
Specifically this bill provides for im-
mediate public choice, as well as pro-
viding tutoring, including those pro-
vided by faith-based providers.

I have heard two criticisms of this
bill raised by some of my conservative
colleagues, and as a conservative my-
self, I would like to address both of
those criticisms head on.

First, they say, ‘‘The President’s re-
forms have been left behind in this
bill.’’ Let us look at the facts. The
President called for more money for
reading, testing, and school choice.
This bill provides for reading, testing,
and immediate school choice that
takes place even sooner than the Presi-
dent proposed. It is true that we did
not have the votes for private school
choice at the committee level.

Mr. Chairman, I support private
school vouchers. I argued for them at
the committee level, and will support
them as an amendment on the floor
later today. But even if we do not have
the votes for private school vouchers,
it is important to realize that public
school choice provides a nice safety
valve for children trapped in these pub-
lic schools. It gets them immediate re-
lief, and I believe 90 percent of a loaf of
bread is better than none at all. That is
why the President himself supports
this bill. Do not allow the perfect to be
the enemy of the good.

The second criticism is that the Fed-
eral Government should not be in-
volved in testing. H.R. 1 explicitly pro-
hibits federally sponsored national
tests, prohibits federally controlled
curricula criteria, as well as any man-
datory national teacher test or certifi-
cation.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 1.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM).

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, I am
very proud of the bipartisan work the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce has done on this bill. Mem-
bers have worked together with the
White House; and I thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER), our
chairman, and the gentleman from
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER), my
ranking member, for leading this bi-
partisan effort.

Mr. Chairman, I want to vote for an
education bill that demonstrates lead-
ership and accountability to parents
and students; and I want to support a
bill that prepares today’s students to
be active citizens in our democracy and
contributing to our economy and our
communities. But I will not support a
bill where vouchers are included.
Vouchers take away scarce resources
from our children and provide no ac-
countability for our tax dollars.

Mr. Chairman, I want to support a
bill that involves parent and commu-
nity control at a local level, but I will
not support a bill if it takes decisions
away from parents and local school dis-
tricts and creates a new block grant
program. I want to support a bill that
holds schools accountable for the suc-
cess of our children’s education. We
have more work to do on this bill.

When our school districts, teachers,
parents, and students look at this bill,
will we have passed their test? Special
education remains underfunded. Title I
remains underfunded, and this bill in-
cludes a new, unfunded Federal man-
date for our school districts, six more
tests for our children.

Mr. Chairman, this bill is not perfect;
but I am here to work with all of my
colleagues today to pass a bipartisan
education bill that is accountable to
our communities and our children.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. OSBORNE), a member of the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce and the principal author of
the mentoring provisions of H.R. 1.

(Mr. OSBORNE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Chairman, I
would like to thank the gentleman
from Georgia for yielding me this time.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 1. I would like to thank
the gentleman from Ohio (Chairman
BOEHNER) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER), the rank-
ing member, for their work.

Mr. Chairman, I was formerly in the
coaching profession; and each year we
evaluated hundreds of transcripts from
all across the country. We found over
time that even though someone was a
high school graduate, and even though
their grades were reasonably good on
the transcript, we could not determine
from their transcripts that they could
adequately read, write, do basic math
or perform. So we had to rely heavily
on SAT and ACT tests.

We have a national crisis in edu-
cation because so many students are
simply passed along. Roughly 68 per-
cent of all fourth graders in the Nation
cannot read at a functional level.
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So I think H.R. 1 really addresses
most of these problems and will allevi-
ate much of the crisis that we see be-
fore us.

I would like to mention very quickly
two elements of H.R. 1 that may go rel-
atively unnoticed in the discussion
today. First is the rural education ini-
tiative. Sometimes rural schools are
just as distressed as inner-city schools,
and I think this element will be ad-
dressed in the bill. Small rural schools,
600 students or less, receive very few
Federal dollars. They have no grant
riders, and many times the funds really
that they might receive are not worth
the paperwork. So this particular bill
will provide a minimum of $20,000 to

those schools. This will reach thou-
sands of schools across the country, 400
in my State of Nebraska; and I think it
is something that will really help the
smaller school because it will enable
them to hire a teacher, buy four or five
computers, do something meaningful
with the grant money that they are
currently foregoing.

The second aspect of the bill I would
like to mention is that of mentoring.
Over the last 10 years, we have spent 80
billion Federal dollars and we have
seen absolutely no improvement on
test scores or dropout rates. We do not
know what return we have gotten for
our money.

In the city of Kansas City, over the
last 15 years they have spent $2 billion
on education; and they spend $8,000 per
student, more than $8,000 per student.
They have excellent facilities, great
teacher salaries and excellent cur-
riculum; and yet they lost their aca-
demic accreditation last year, first
major city ever to lose accreditation.
They flunked every State performance
standard.

So one says, well, what is happening
here? Why, if they have been given all
these tools, would this happen?

I would like to read very quickly a
statement from Gary Orfield, a Har-
vard sociologist who has studied the
school system in Kansas City. He said,
‘‘When students come to class hungry,
exhausted or afraid, when they bounce
from school to school as their families
face eviction, when they have no one at
home to wake them up for the bus,
much less look over their homework,
not even the snazziest facilities, the
strongest curriculum and the best paid
teachers can ensure success.’’

So I think that mentoring is some-
thing that will address this because it
does cut absenteeism, drug abuse, teen-
age pregnancy, violence, and lowers
drop-out rates.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. BISHOP).

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KIL-
DEE) for yielding me this time.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) and
the ranking member, the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER),
for the hard work that they have done
in pulling this bipartisan bill together.

Mr. Chairman, when we ask our fel-
low House Members how Congress can
best help fix our schools, we get as
many different answers as we have
Members. We all feel strongly about
education, and we all have our own
ideas about what needs to be done; and
many of these ideas have merit. That is
why I rise today in support of H.R. 1, a
bill that offers a balanced, thoughtful,
bipartisan course of action for helping
achieve the educational results that
most of us seek; a bill offering more ac-
countability without undue Federal in-
fluence; more flexibility while still tar-
geting many special needs; options for


